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A bqsq;-e”e )D°"' the ]eFl hand.

This is a kind oF slossws ~very incomph.-leJI am aFrc.id—-
oP "'ermint:ilos'j I hove learned #a suspec‘. There was a +ime
when it used +o dishurb me to hear or see the Leow_cj use c-F G
{'Er'm H)e." Was never or rarif:j emFIOJed Bb mbszlf, Bu“', Qs H'\‘l
tjeqrs wen} l:g_, I discovered that T remained qqi‘:e \"QPP'j
without Hhose terms in my active vocqbu|qr5, and my sense of
sui"- has clisappeareci bo the exl-en-‘- an}' their use bs ol“’lers
can now make me quil-e Suspicious. (Tl'le idea +o write such

a Slossar:‘ dates From wel) loePoreI ,:rolte My riSH- arm; hence

ils low serial num ber.

Beware °F "the real world. f speo\l'ze.r’s “FF"‘“' Fo it is
alw::bs an inv'r*q*ion not to c"m”ense his tacit assl.;mp]-ions.
When a spea’ler tefers to the veal world, q useful coun’cerrloﬁ
is poinl‘ms out Hhal he onlj refers o |3_:§_ Fercep'}'lon oF it \vJe
find # cowadays huphenoted in “real-world problems’; please
remember Fhat Hhose are pricq":j the ones we are lefi with when
we have reFu.sed o 5(:,:‘3 their eﬁ‘ec‘-ive soluhons. |

Repe.rences +a urte Prosr‘ammors“ I usuql\b C.oun*'e.r I:JS Une.
Fhetorical c‘uesl-ion “ﬂm Ta virbual Pr03rqmmer?"

Make i} ¢, habit fo chech whether "real” is used as « euphe-

§ L1}
mism tor “educq'hoh reSiS'I'nn-“. The "t'et:.rl in 'req\ numbers

passes Fhis fest and is qm’le respec‘-olale (provided You believe
in Ccm'l'or and Dede‘tind).
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I‘l' is not enl5 e Puod 'mclus’n-b thed em’n‘obs “natural” as a
vagque recommend'q*-ion. (T‘-\e nlmonds the airlines serve with Fhe
drinks are q]wa:s "Ne.‘l-ural Lickors Flnvorecl“.) In H'ue. worHs
oF los'ic and compuL'sng we -Find ‘H‘ld" same l&udql'orj unc!erh;:ne
n “hn}'urc.] deduchon" nnd ”nu|-um] ,)nnsuaje (Prosrqmminsy,
On closer scru""ms s a euphem]sm ¥or soma“&ins like "q?-
Peq)ihs to “’m Uneducqled".

The oc!jed‘we is Gcc.e_pi-qme n 'H'\e. {-eej\n‘tcal term unq‘rum‘
|03m‘i”1m“ and "na.,-urq, humbers (Prov'sded the labrer start af
2ero),

Equnnb o)pjechonqlale 15 “\e Pejorghve usage oF "qrhﬂciq‘". The
nicest emmPle °F such usage was Siven ))3 Yhe l\ﬁl\ miii*qrj ex-
Fer‘- who declared Fhet "o’:vioqsh_, NATO is nel interested in
qr#iF‘.c':q”j simpliried ]qnsuaaes such as "Pq.sca'“. Must we
conclude tha AeFence Pr'erers ncclur'q“_lj cornt:al}cq‘ed ‘o.nsuqse.s?
(Ada seems to confirm thol c.ohcll.as'lon)

intuition

M5 ‘Pocl?e’- OxFora Dicl-ionars --wtn'cla requlres a rather Ia.rse
Pocke)--— de{"mes "intuilion: immediale c.PPre\'uension L"s Yhe rmind
without reasoninsu_ ];F we don't believe in m\racles, we seem
"'a have onl5 bwo Possil:ili}ies: ei%e.r the re.asanin5 rec\u'urec\ is
50 Sl')or} and S‘I'a.ndarc) H\c\l' 3" 15 \\c-rc“tﬁ wcrn\ beinj \'e.corciec‘
or men‘-ionedp or the "immedicte qppret\ension“ does not
amount }-o much, In Hwe Firsi- case “in}ui‘-ivelb c\eqr“ means
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“o]:wious“, in N’le second case il ProLaH mecns no more Hw.n H\e
absence of obvious counlerexamples. In both cases, wathematical
bexts “recommended’ ‘For their qPFeQ\ lo the reader's intuition
should be isnored, For such fexts Promoh- non-r‘eQSOhinj in-

slead o]o better reasoning.
Despijre Fhe above, there are shill ?eolale that believe thad

'm*uihon 5 a soocl H-inss there is neo Po'mjr in cu-su'ms with -Hmm
Far ”\ej Frerer J-o believe in m'zrqcles.

views of data

I never bk aboud (dsﬂ‘eren}‘.) “Views oF dakc.u. Not onl:j can [
do without Htem, but I have even the dishinct imprassion that 33
+quzm5 QLJOL\‘I' Ht\em Feop‘e are more LQMPGTGA “’IGH )ﬂe\?eé.
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