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Andrei P Ershov in Nuenen

Whenever Rndrei yvisited the Netherlands in dhe
seventies or early eigk’rie.s, he Yried 40 extend his visik
with a -@.w da:js so thatl he could s%xj +he weekend
with me and my -é)omfb in Nuenen, the |iHle V;]\aje,
in 4-]13 Sou)f]"e"ﬂ )’Dar"‘ of '\-}ye QOufr\f:j wker‘e we \wed
of the dime. T became o standard ingreclien)r o?
those wvisits that T would wvclke him QOPEes Q()Q”
the EwD's 1T had written since his Previous visit so
as Yo \(eef) Jrl'wz FeoFle '3 Novosibirsk “up to dale on
Jcl-ne work 1 hou::[ done. He a\wo:ujs was o mos} \de}come

SU. 4 '5}.

Once, when he was not c[ui‘re. sure how 10 use the
Preposﬂ-'uon ”excep)-” in an English 5en31ence:, 1 gove
him my old edition og’} the Concise O;s()orc\ Die-
Honur(j, and we shll remember his keen de,\;g\—\}
when he discovered there Towler's exemplory sen-
tences “we are cl —{)c«nible, exc;ear.ﬂ the Pope bt
_,ii_f'lo"' excerﬂ-inﬁ the Pope ”| __ He would have been
c\\s}-emr']-e—necl 40 leorn '\‘ha‘l‘ "H’)oSe \'amw"if)u) exo\mp\es
Gre no lonﬁef“ included in the sixth ecli%ior\.

AL one o? his visi'\‘S, Andrei asked my o]:n'ln‘:on
ohout Ada. T Aold him that Ada was such a mess
thot T shuddered of the 'pﬂo‘.a\ﬁh)r that Western
securﬂ-v:, wo uld depend on 4+ and thoat T would ()ee\
much 50\€er‘ 'l«? the Red ﬂrmb were Yo ada]:} 'I)'V.GS
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well. Andrei smiled and gove the now —()amo\.Ls

L4

onswer “Don't worry....

On o Scﬂur‘c\a& G er‘ﬂoon). when Yhe weather was
very Nice, we Yook him out -(yor o litte ’H‘E‘D. Seem-
inslﬂ aim\essb 4-)'12 car wc)umclﬁi)‘s woij -})r\r‘ouj}m
4he Feaceﬁu} CO\AI’\“U-S’ICIB, bk T hod a Sur prise

N s-l-ore of .V\'tm: ot [ 9'1\fen woment 1 —H:\d him

“Now we are in Belgium. . “But T don't have o
’Be]s‘nom viso! ﬂnd T hove \e)gr m.f) quspor}- oF Jow“
home ' . He was recssured when we Yold him Yhot

we had \eﬁ our PO‘SS}DN‘}ﬁ ot home too. On our
way back we Yook o \ove\J litHle send road. The
3cenaer s shll viv'lclb m m:’ mind: ot the le

Cu li‘H\e '()oreS'} ond D:]‘ 'H'me Tiﬁ\n*\- Yhos}lj }’\ea})\&".
S(AolclEn\:,. Prhdrei said “ Do Yyou know +ha} you
are the {)ir.s} Euro):eam who “ook me on an unI)avecl

Y]

road when he showed we his cown\-r:j? :
bock home in '}'ime -ﬁ)f‘ tee. .

We were

T hove hoad one somewhg} @ig\n'\-eninj experience
with Pndrei. Tn Yhe meon Fime we had acguired
a Yondem aond it had become some sor} o](-)
ﬂLer,i‘)iOn Mﬂa‘}' —-weo})'lef‘ ‘oermi-}-)r'm- - \J'\Si)-'\nj
—@;reign compuhn scientists would be shown
the vi”oge and its immediate surroun cl'mgs
1(1)~om the dandem's second seak The invilalion
was somebimes occepted with some \nesi\-ance,
but when Andrei's turn had come and T pro osed

the Yondem 4rir> to }‘tim, he o\ccezp\-ecl Yhe invitation
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with Sr‘ea‘} enthousiasm and immediatel went Yo his
room Yo dress {3r the occasion while T ook the
Yandem our of the 801‘0\96. \J\'\en we wefe Teadjﬂ 7‘}07
depo\r’r, Bndrei said 1o me “Do Yo« know w\ﬂb‘[
om SO exd]'ec\ QbOu’\‘ )—]nis ‘\“omc\e.m ‘\‘rip? T_ cannot
c‘rjc\e.”, -}he.reb& 4-u.rnmj ™y innocent ‘FJ"O)DOSO\\ injo
o risk:j adventure, 1 immedialel 90\- most uncorm-
«@H‘o.\o\e visions o? ]Qx“s and broken )'\'\j:s, bul Andrei
looked ?orwo.r‘d to it so much 4hatl T did not have
"i}'\e \f'lEO.r)' Yo Cance) -“16: A‘r"ura. _ﬂ’!e f@r‘s} corners we
look were {or me Y'Ier‘ve.-wl"ec)(iv:ﬁ exPerienceJ but
e manageo[ not ‘o \Ose. eur combined bc\]once
and relurned wnscalhed.

One DF mD last vnemories is o() RAndrei conuersinj
for more thoan on hour in Russian with my daughter,
Lul'lo stdied Slovenic \ar\guo\ges ot 'H"ae dime. ('H- WGS
a s}ro.nge ExPer'nence, see‘srla one‘s c\o.u\ah}ef’ and one's
?r‘uencl havinﬁ a Breo.]‘ Hime —\ogel-her,\ow\- not ]'\Cwing
the 'Voggiesf} Y'}O']"lon 0{7 w\'\&)r .}\'m were ‘}'C\“&inj QbOM‘}-)
She lold me later thoY he had been very sweel,
speoicinﬁ care()ullj with o clear dickion unlil he had
{%und ocut how wmuch she could cope Lith., On thet
visit he 13)@ his —loo'“-\f:as)re oehind;, she Yred i+ once.
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