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A xel KQFPG.'I‘SC)\, Hors} M'l‘\""enclor{), ond Peler Rieder. (300 p.)
- M&nc‘men, Wien - O\c‘ehbours, 1979 .
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This book's diHe says ”'PEH'RL: a ;354ema}ic Presenlm'\-ion
For- the user ", where TPEARL is an ac ronym Por ,"Pr-oc.ess
and ExPerimeﬁ“' Ru}omc\'\'iora ’Req‘--}img Lomsu.aae ". I ()ou.nc!
4 hard do c\ecicle. which OF the two is worse , the book or
‘nme \cmSu.ase; even‘}uanb I decic‘ec‘ ‘H')o:} '“12 \Ghsuo.se hqs
WwWOon 'H'ie roce: ‘nie l:)ook is \;Q&, l)u‘}' -”\e lansuo«se s '}er..
rible . _

The book has eight ckc\)o-}ers: O.Ih-l'roc\uci-orb Exc\mp\c
(4 r:), 1. Consiruclion o{? o PEARL Programme (13 p),
2. Dota and Dala ﬁsaresw\'es (57 P‘)’ 3. Communication
with ’Peri‘:»\ner‘o\ Equ.ipmen-\- (46 F')’ 4. SloeciFico%o.-\ o-F
the Peripheral Equipment in the SYSTEM Port (63 p.),

5. Sequen‘hc«d Contrel (19 P')’ 6. Control OF Concurrent

Retivities (19 P-),onc\ 7- Message Evaluation as Example
oFa. Covn)o\eie TEARL ?ro3r0mmir:3 Sbs%m (42 + 28 P.).

s in all resPer a Pu\olica*ion rrem o Su\:cuu‘ure,-nwe
'm-]rocluc;ion men-‘ions ’PEH'RL o8 an ex\s-}ins olﬂed', 'buu)'
neither when, nor \9:3 whom i} has been deSiﬁhQCL, and
re?erences Yo the lileradure are con{)‘\necl Yo 'Hnree pPaoes

OF references to PEARL Publico{hons on]:j. Worse , the poor
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reader has to Jein the authors in midstream. In Chapler O,
-lhe reader }\as }o Suess w)\ich ‘e‘n-er c:om)oinq']'ions are ka«j
words —there are 146 (1) o?‘nuem_ and which are identi-
'ﬁers chosen \,,:) the Programmer. In C}\QP}'CI"" i+ becomes
ahnojins that +he reader is COﬂGCJh"‘ec‘ with o -‘ex} in gf;ur
diﬁ?eren} }JFQ @un-\‘s w'a"'how} \:)e'ma "o\cl w\-m') 5‘\3h‘.€cance
to ar}"lrouc\n Jo '”m’: diﬁ’erence; S'lm'nlar!_-j, orma.\ Sbn'}o.x s
3‘1vo.n M an wun ex)o\ainee\ @rma\ism3 Sc.oFe ru\e.a are S‘yven
a Pic;orio.\ ”Q)rFlQna‘}'tO'n”, H’Ie. inter pretation °€) t«o}\‘scL 1S guess-
wgr‘q_ The Fic')oria\ "exF\anq;ior. " °§ st;anmen‘} and c\ere?er.

e.ncinD in C\nap}er 2 15 o simi)qr new Ynﬁs-lerb. E}c.

PEARL is described in terms OFO‘“ elaborate ]-:river lerm-
\nolosb. This was Pro\oa\:\o wnavoidable since PEARL seems
Yo combine the worst o? 'PL/I., QLGOL €8, ond three as-
sembler lan uages. The reader's ‘i?e 1S Cmenhcw‘ed, Pirs}‘l:j,
B:j -ule Q\Dsence o? an ‘mclex guiclinj the l'eachr 'l‘o Yhe deﬁn‘a-
hons of hose privale derms —the table of comtents 15 Joo
coarse Jo take jls ploce - oand, Secmﬁcl\:j, }93 Jhe Pc\c} hat
‘movn:j or these de ini‘icrns are Vetj im):\ic‘.\-: Q }‘-j)oicaj Usage
Ofure Jerm 8 Su.-moosec; fo -]e“ the reader whal is meant
by the Jerm. (Eq. "INV does not belong 4o the Jype of an
ohiect, but 4o the access flunchion represented loy the

icienl-‘:ger, and is -Hnereﬁ:re re@rrec\ o as access aHr;Lu)e."

- - - e =

an\ Qs ﬁzr as I CDUL\Cl gn& ou.\‘, -H'n'\s 1S SQ.TDTDOSQA to )-e_“
®s w\na}' s mean¥‘ \93 "o.ccess O.—Hribu}es ”) -.[h o.ch\ {)cxc}
SO—QOJIQO\ 'qea.ckina bﬂ ekaF\e " IS & eu]okemism {t)ar no+
'}eo.c\'\ina q‘} a".
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The lasl Cka '}er o? 42 Aoes Clea\s win\ G, WOr\?ecl-c:u¥
P Pe9
emm]a\e OF 28 ]Ocsaes ’PEQ'RL C.ocle_.,a'\ven n Q Se,:o\ra)'e
O-Frenclix. I du.l no"' ‘\ave -n‘)e Cour-aae -‘o {2;“0-.0 '}\10} excam):\e
n Om\cj c\el‘q‘u\, Since )rlne endix IS @ reduced copy o?
more '}kc\h 1500 \'mes ex}remeb Foor \'me.]:r'm\er

ow}}ou\-. C_n\e manuP&c}'urer ol? 'H'noA hneprinkr has been
‘)'Q-Q}'Pu“:j \G'PV G\'non:]mous.)

Scme‘}imes o subculture is an quw}-aorcle; PEARL's sub-
culture, however, is \h‘brec\,O\cl-?as)\ioneo\, and backward .
s o.ﬂ:rouclz 4‘0 the C\thi“iOn c{-) Semantics [k enhrel-:j opera-
‘)]onql, Tor 'Hne Semcm‘ic C\eﬁnihoh OP Sequen\io.\ Froarqmmina
\Onnau.qaes Yhe c?em}icnc\\ cx)orroacL s very clumsy, bul
in the case oP concurrency it is a disaster. 1 think o+
) ho)‘ cm{'j -}lae \:ook 'n’)a} is -\o Lbe E\Gmec\ Pcnr‘ ex?\ainina
'}\ne \Qﬂsu%e n '}erms OP ar im \emen‘}‘ahw —-2.3. ”’H\e
main Sianl icance ok o mOAu\e s Hm} i} rePresen\rs
a ypiece o PEARL }ext thal can be C.OMF'I\QC\ sepa-
ra}el:j "_) 1 g)ear }3: is -}Le. \Ghauoﬁe i}se\?. Thlre-rru)o}s ore
Fr‘amaril:? Q. device k means o? w}\ic\ﬂ o N ’num\oer— o?se-
qu.en):iq Processes Ccon sxnare O smq“ef— ‘num\oef o
)[orocess‘ors. —n\e c\epini\'lcm oEQ \G‘Y‘ISULQ&Q Se.careck )O mu\ni—
Froarqmmihs 3\’!0(4.\0\ 19e a %\u}eb heu)m:z\ with TCSFQQ“
Jo ‘”‘:e num\oer— og) ]orocessnrs 'H-so} w—-if}& \oe avai\q\a\e
n o S)Dec'.Pic im)—a)emen'}a\‘ion. In ’PEQ?L, \ﬂowevev',
“INTERRUPT " is ome QP the 146 key words! Thoygh
'l} 15 now WE"-knowh Fcnf‘ more ‘H')om 15 Years, “PEARU's
Cles}aners Qvidan: did hD‘\‘ knoho '}\'\q}' -}'\we chb\c\\ num\:er
o? Frocess:ws o.v&i\q\ole S "“‘he easies-l- nﬂina "o a\;s}rac‘ ?r‘orn.
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\t\]}\evne.ver I sSee ‘n'ne anouncemen)' OPQ germqn \:oo\e on
ComFuLGnS SC'nehce., 1 Q\wa:js wonder w\'\j i+ has been
Fu\o\is\necl n Serman', this l‘ime 1 wondered whﬂ it had
been published o} all. But T found the explanalion:
the german Federal governmenlf has BFQV\)‘” more Hhan
50 m'\“'\on DM, on 'H'le deve\o]omen} o? 4’)’1'.5 \oqroc‘ue mon—~
S)‘rosi}b" and Lohen m‘\s\ra\ees are made on a suﬂ?icien}\b
grandicse scale )r\neﬂ become \:3 degml:cm & precious
ac\nievemen‘-. The ﬁ'ecluenjf rePerence o DN documents
8 ver\-j ‘m“ins: i+ s }'}\e n-th Ca-nPirmal-ian <n lo'rj)e!)
-}\'\a\r S}G\hc\aﬂ:\isa}ion as }or':mo.r\j '}orse}- 1S one oP H'te
Worst Posai\o\e 'mc.en)'ives r ‘O\nauqae clesian; with
ﬂc\a the USHI ,DGFQrX‘meh)' o?"De@mse \ﬁas ihereased

~qu¥e uw\necessc\ri\j-— N sla\l ?urn‘ler.
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