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Context: Why did we do this?

ca. December, 2022

"Have you seen this thing called 
ChatGPT?" "Is AI/ChatGPT going to take over my job?"

"What is this thing called 'AI'?"

"Did ChatGPT pass the Turing Test?"

"What can ChatGPT do?" "Have LLMs solved AI?"



The Problem: Dearth of The Right Resources

What existed:

● Technical papers / research papers: Not accessible to broad audience
● News articles: Focussed on recent events and techniques
● Blog posts / technical articles: Narrow focus
● AI courses in universities: Required CS/similar prerequisites

What was missing:

An in-depth, but broadly accessible resource on AI, covering the full breadth of AI 
techniques, and simultaneously discussing the socio-technical factors of AI.



Curricular Objectives - AI Literacy

● What is AI?
○ => Must include a broad overview of the wide range of techniques that comprise AI, not just 

the most recent ones
○ => Include correcting any common misconceptions of what AI is, and isn't
○ => Include enrichment materials for further reading

● What are the societal implications of AI?
● What are some of the major application areas of AI?
● What are open challenges and opportunities for AI?





Course Description



Defining Artificial Intelligence
• A science and a set of computational technologies that are inspired by, but typically 

operate quite differently from, the ways people use their nervous systems and bodies 
to  sense, learn, reason, and take action

• NOT one thing
− More than just deep learning

− RL, NLP, vision, planning, symbolic reasoning, algorithmic game theory, 
computational social choice, human computation

• Getting Computers to do the things they can't do yet

− Once it works, it's engineering



Course Structure

Weekly Activities:

● Read the provided material before the weekly lecture on the topic of the week
● Attend a live-streamed lecture on the topic for the week: ~30-40 minutes of 

presentation, followed by ~10-20 minutes of Q&A
● Answer the (simple) in-lecture questions
● Participate in Q&A with the speaker after the presentation section of the 

lecture
● Write a reflection on the topic



Course Lecture Schedule



Enrollment Demographics

Total: 763 
participants



Enrollment Demographics



Survey Responses



Retrospective Analysis



Lessons Learned From Initial Offering

● Engaging the full broad range of participants is challenging for an AI literacy 
course. 
[participants included undergrads, grad students, post docs, faculty, staff]

● Course participants appreciated the variety of speakers and connection to 
examples—the more the better!

● The readings were the most challenging part of the course for our 
non-technical audience.



Follow-Up Course 

● Offered Fall of 2024
● Full 3-credit-hour course
● Open to all undergraduate students
● Full materials online
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